BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation )
Against: )
)
) .

Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D. ) Case No. 800-2016-025274
)
Physician's and Surgeon's )
Certificate No. C54648 )
)
Respondent )
)

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted as the
Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs, State of
California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on August 4, 2017.

IT IS SO ORDERED: July 7,2017.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
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XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California

JANE ZACK SIMON

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

EMILY L. BRINKMAN .

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 219400
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 703-5742
Facsimile: (415) 703-5843
E-mail: Emily.Brinkman@doj.ca.gov

Attorneys for Complainant

' BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2016-025274
RITA ELAINE STARRITT, M.D. OAH No. 2017040125
5721 La Jolla Hermosa Ave. :
La Jolla, CA 92037-7330 STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND

DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. ,

C54648

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: |
PARTIES

1.  Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board
of California (Board). She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in
this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of the State of California, by Emily L. Brinkman,
Deputy Attorney General.

2. Respondent Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding
by attorney Michael J. Khouri, Esq., whose address is: Khouri Law Firm, 24012 Calle De La
Plata, Suite 210, Laguna Hills, CA 92653.

3.  Onor about Apﬁl 13, 2011, the Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate
No. C54648 to Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate

1
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was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought iniAccusation No. 800-
2016-025274, and will expire on February 28, 2017, unless renewed. |

4. Onorabout May 1, 2015, the Board issued a Public Reprimand to Respondent in
Accusation No. 800-2014-008302 and required Respondent to complete a prescribing practice

course and medical record keeping course.

JURISDICTION

5. Accusation No. 800-2016-025274 was filed before the Board, and is currently
pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily requiréd documents were
prop'erly served on Respondent on October 17, 2016. Respondent timely filed her Notice of
Defense coﬁtesting the Accusation. ‘

6. A copy of Accusation No. 800-2016-025274 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated
herein by reference. |

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

7.  Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the |
charges and ailegations n Accusation No. 800-2016-025274. Respondent has aiso carefully read,
fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order. |

8.  Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
the witnesses against her; the right to present evidenc_e .;:lnd to testify on her own behalf; the right
to the issuahce of subpoeﬁas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of
documents; the right to reconsidération and couﬁ review of an adverse decision; and all other
rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

9.  Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth above.

CULPABILITY

10. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Accusation

No. 800-2016-025274.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-025274)
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' stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek

11. Respondent agrees that her Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate is subject to
discipline and she agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the
Disciplinary Order below. |

CONTINGENCY

12.  This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California.
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and

settlement, without notice to or participation by Responderit or her counsel. By signing the

to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the B:oard considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails
to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary
Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal
action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having
considered this matter. -

13. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including PDF and facéimile
signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.

14. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that
the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following
Disciplinary Order:

DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. C54648 issued
to Respondent Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D. is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and

Respondent is placed on probation for five (5) years on the following terms and conditions.

1. PROFESSIONALISM PROGRAM (ETHICS COURSE). Within 60 calendar days of]

the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall enroll in a professionalism program, that
meets the requirements of Title 16, California Code of Regulations (CCR) section 1358.1.

Respondent shall participate in and successfully complete that program. Respondent shall

3
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providé any information and documents that the program may deem pertinent. Respondent shall
successfully complete the classroom component of the program not later than six (6) months after
Respondent’s initial enrollment, and the longitudinal component of the program not later than the
time specified by the program, but no later than one (1) year after aftending the classroom
component. The professionalism pro.gram shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in
addition to the Continuing Medical Education (CME) requirements for renewal of licensure.

A professionalism program taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges in the
Accusation, but prior to the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Board
or its designee, be accepted towards the fulfillment of this condition if the program would have
been approved by the Board or its designée had the program been taken after the effective date of
this Decision.

Respondent shall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its-
designee not later than 15 calendar days after successfully completing the program or not later
than 15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision, whichever is later.

2. SOLO PRACTICE PROHIBITION. Respondent is prohibited from engagihg in the

solE) iaracfice of medicine. - Prohibited solo practice includes, but is not limited to, a practice
where: 1) Respondent merely shares office space with another physician but is not affiliated for
purposes of providing patiént care, or 2) Respondent is the sole physician practitioner at that
location. ‘

- If Respondent fails to establish a practice with another physician or secure employment in
an ‘appropriate practice setting within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision,
Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to cease the practice of
medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. The Respondent shall not resume
practice until an appropriate practice setting is established.

If, during the course of the probation, the Respondent’s practice setting changes and the
Respondent is no longer practicing in a setting in compliance with this Decision, the Respondent
shall notify the Board or its designee within five (5) calendardays of the practice setting change.

If Respondent fails to establish a practice with another physician or secure employment in an
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appropriate practice setting within 60 calendar days of the practice setting change, Respondent
shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to cease the practice of medicine within
three (3) calendar days after being so notified. The Respondent shall not resume practice until an
appropriate practice setting is established. |

3. SUPERVISION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS AND ADVANCED PRACTICE

NURSES. During probation, Respondent is prohibited from supervising physician assistants and
advanced practice nurses.

4.  OBEY ALL LAWS. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules

governing the practice of medicine in California and remain in full compliance with aﬂy court
ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

5.  QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS. Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations

under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has been
compliance with all the conditions of probation. -

Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations not later than 10 calendar days after the end
of' the preceding quarter.

6. GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS.

Compliance with Probation Unit

Respondent shall comply with the Board’s probation unit.

Address Changes

Respondent shall, at all tilﬁes, keep the Board informed of Respondent’s business and
residence addresses, email address (if available), and telephone number. Changes of such
addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its designee. Under no

circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business

and Professions Code section 2021(b).

Place of Practice

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place
of residence, unless the patierit resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed

facility.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-025274)
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License Renewal

| Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California physician’s and surgeon’s
license.

Travel or Residence Outside California

Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty
(30) calendar days.

In the event Respondent should leave the State of California to reside or to practice
,Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of
departure and return. | »

7. INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE. Respondent shall be

available in person upon request for interviews either at Respondent’s place of business or at the
probation unit office, with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation.

8. NON-PRACTICE WHILE ON PROBATION. Respondent shall notify the Board or

its designee in writing within 15 calendar days of any periods of non-practice lasting more than

30 calendar days and within 15 calendar days of Respondent’s return to practice. Non-practice is
defined as any period of time Respondent is not practicing medicine as defined in- Business and
Professions Code sections 2051 and 2052 for at least 40 hours in a calendar month in direct
patient care, clinical activity or teaching, or other activity as approved by the Board. If
Respondent resides in California and is considered to be in non-practice, Respondent shall
comply with all terms and conditions of probation. All time spent in an intensive training

program which has been approved by the Board or its designee shall not be considered non-

- practice and does not relieve Respondent from complying with all the terms and conditions of

probation. Practicing medicine in another state of the United States or Federal jurisdiction while
on probation with the medical liceﬁsing authority of that state or jurisdiction shall not be
considered non-practice. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall not be considered as a
period of non-practice.- |

In the event Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation exceeds 18 calendar

6
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months, Respondent shall successfully complete the Federation of State Medical Boards’ Special
Purpose Examination, or, at the Board’s discretion, a clinical competence assessment program
that meets the criteria of Condition 18 of the current version of the Board’s “Manual of Model
Disciplinary Orders and Disciplinary Guidelines” prior to resuming the practice of medicine.

- Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation shall not exceed two (2) years.

Periods of non—praictice will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term.

Periods of non-practice for a Respondent residing outside of California will relieve
Respondent of the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the
exception of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All LaWs;
General Probation Requirements; Quarterly Declarations; Abstain from the Use of Alcohol and/or

Controlled Substances; and Biological Fluid Testing.
9. COMPLETION OF PROBATION. Respondent shall comply with all financial

obligations (e.g., restitution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior to the
completion of probation. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent’s certificate shall

be fully restored.

10. VIOLATION OF PROBATION. Failure to fully comply with any term or condition
of probation is a violation of probation. If Respondent violates probétion in any respect, the
Boérd, after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may revoke probation and
carry out the disciplinary order that was stayed. If an Accusation, or Petition to Revoke Probation,
or an Interim Suspension Order is filed against Respondent during probation, the Board shall have
continuing jurisdiction until the matter is final, and the period of probation shall be extended until
the matter is final.

11. LICENSE SURRENDER. Following the effective date of this Decision, if

Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons or is otherwise unable to satisfy
the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request to surrender his or her license.
The Board reserves the right to evaluate Respondent’s request and to éxercise its discretion in
determining whether or not to giant the request, or to take any other action deemed appropriate

and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent

7
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shall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondent’s wallet and wall certificate to the Board or its

designee and Respondent shall no longer practice medicine. Respondent will no longer be subject.

to the terms and conditions of probation. If Respondent re-applies for a medical license, the

application shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.
12. PROBATION MONITORING CQOSTS: Respondent shall pay the costs associated
with probation monitoring each and every year of probation, as designated by the Board, which

may be adjusted on anannual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of

- California and delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar

year.
ACCEPTANCE
I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully
discussed it with fny attorney, Michael J. Khouri, Esq... I understand the stipulation and the-effect
it will have on my Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate. I enter into this Stipulated Settlement
and Dis’ciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the
Decision and Order of the Medical Boatd of California,

A

DATED: S-S5\ L N~
" RIT/A ELAINE/ STARRITT; M.D.
Respondent

T have read and fully discussed with Respondent Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D. the terms and

conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order.

1 approve its form and content.

DATED: $-(3-17) Ieshized S Llesers o
MICHAEL J. KHOURL, ESQ.
Attorney for Respondent

W
W
W
W
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ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California.

Dated: 77%/ / 5// gﬂ / sz Respectfully submitted,

XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California

neral

SF2016201568
41738682.doc
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FILED

' STATE OF CALIFORNIA
KAMALA D. HARRIS
Attorney General of California SX EDICAL BOADRD\_(ZF CALIFORNIA
JANE ZACK SIMON CRAMENTO Dk V320 4,
Supervising Deputy Attorney General BY - -%Ficdaue  ANALYST
EMILY L. BRINKMAN
Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 219400
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 703-5742
Facsimile: (415) 703-5843
E-mail: Emily.Brinkman@doj.ca.gov
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2016-025274
RITA ELAINE STARRITT, M.D. ACCUSATION

5721 La Jolla Hermosa Ave.
La Jolla, CA 92037-7330

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate

No. C54648,
Respondent.
Complainant alleges:
PARTIES
1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her official

capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer
Affairs (Board).

2. Onor about April 13, 2011, the Medical Board issued Physician's and Surgeon"s
Certificate Number C54648 to Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician's and
Surgeon's Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein
and will expire on February 28, 2017, unless renewed.

A\
W
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JURISDICTION

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following
laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated.
4. Section 2227 of the Code provides that a licensee who is found guilty under the

Medical Practice Act may have his or her license revoked, suspended for a period not to exceed
one year, placed on probation and required to pay the costs of probation monitoring, or such other
action taken in relation to discipline as the Board deems proper.

5. Section 2305 of the Code states:

“The revocation, suspension, or other discipline; restriction or limitation imposed by
another state upon a license or certificate to practice medicine issued by that state, or the |
revocation, suspension, or restriction of the authority to practice medicine by any agency of the
federal government, that would have been grounds for discipline in California of a licensee under
this chapter shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action for unprofessional conduct against the
licensee in this state.”

6.  Section 141 of the Code states:

"(a) For any licensee holding a license issued by a board under the jurisdiction of the
department, a disciplinary action taken by another state, by any agency of the federal government,
or by another country for any act substantially related to the practice regulated by the California
license, may be a ground for disciplinary action by the respective state licensing board. A
certified copy of the record of the disciplinary action taken against the licensee by another state,
an agency of the federal government, or another country shall be conclusive evidence of the
events related therein.

"(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude a board from applying a specific statutory
provision in the licensing act administered by that board that provides for discipline based upon a
disciplinary action taken against thé licensee by another state, an agency of the federal
government, or another country."

\\
A\
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CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Discipline, Restriction, or Limitation Imposed by Another Jurisdiction)

7. OnlJuly 14, 2016, the Colorado Medical Board (Colorado Board) issued a Stipulation
and Final Agency Order (Order) against Respondent. According to the Colorado Board Order,
Respondent testified under oath that she did not work for a particular weight loss clinic; however,
evidence at hearing directly contradicted Respondent, and demonstrated that she was in fact an
independent contractor for the weight loss clinic, and served as its Medical Director. As the
Medical Director, “Respondent delegated the provision of medical services to individuals not
licensed to practice medicine.” On multiple occasions, Respondent refused to provide the
Colorado Board with specific information and documentétion of the qualifications of the people
to whom she delegated responsibility. The Colorado Board issued a Letter of Admonition to
Respondent and placed her on probation for five years. As part of the Order, Respondent is
required to complete the Professional/Problem Based Ethics Program. Copies of the Colorado
Board’s Oder are attached as Exhibit A.

8.  Respondent’s conduct and the action of the Colorado Board as set forth in paragraph -
7, above, and within the Colorado Board documents, c;onstitutes unprofessional conduct within
the meaning of section 2305 and conduct subject to discipline within the meaning of section
141(a).

DISCIPLINARY CONSIDERATIONS

9. To determine the degree of discipline, if any, to be imposed on Respondent Rita
Elaine Starritt, M.D., Complainant alleges that on or about May 1, 2015, in a prior disciplinary
action entitled In the Matter of the Accusation Against Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D. before the

Medical Board of California, in Case Number 800-2014-008302, the Board issued a Public
Reprimand to Respondent based on the Colorado Board’s issuance of a Public Admonishment to
Respondent based on her medical marijuana recommendations. As pa;rt of the Public Reprimand,
the Board also required Respondent to complete a Prescribing Practice Course and Medical
Record Keeping Course. That decision is now final and is incorporated by reference as if fully set
forth herein.

3
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PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision:

1. Revoking or suspending Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate Number C54648,
issued to Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D.;

2. Revoidng, suspending or denying approval of Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D.'s authority to
supervise physician assistants, pursuant to section 3527 of the Code;

3. Ordering Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D., if placed on probation, to pay the Board the costs
of probation monitoring; and

4.  Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: October 17, 2016

L
KIMBERLY KIRCHMEY
Executive Director
Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California
Complainant

SF2016201568
12416242.doc
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BEFORE THE COLORADO MEDICAL BOARD ", COLCRISE
STATE OF COLORADO it

CASE NO. 2014-2545-A

STIPULATION AND FINAL AGENCY ORDER

IN THE MATTER OF THE DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDING REGARDING THE
LICENSE TO PRACTICE MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF COLORADO OF RITA
ELAINE STARRITT, M.D., LICENSE NUMBER DR-34886,

Respondent.

HEREBY STIPULATED and agreed by and between Inquiry Panel A
(“Panel”) of the Colorado Medical Board (“Beard”) and Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D.
{(“Respondent”) (collectively, the “Parties”) as follows: '

IT IS HEREBY STIPUL

JURISDICTION AND CASE HISTORY

1. Respondent was licensed to practice medicine in the state of Colorado
on October 12, 1595 and was issued license number DR-34886; which Respondent
Las held continuously since that date. :

2. The Panel and the Roard have jurisdiction over Respondent and over
the subject matter of this proceeding.

3. . On November 18, 2015, the Pane] reviewed case number 2014-2545-A

and determined that further proceedings by formal complaint were warranted
pursuant to Section 12-36-118{(4)(c)i{IV), C.R.S. The Panel thereupon referred the
matter to the Attorney General pursuant to Section 12-36-118(4)(e)(IV), C.R.S.

4, It is the intent of the parties and the purpose of this Stipulation and
Final Agency Order (“Order”) tc provide for a settlement of all maiters set forth in
case number 2014-2545-A, without the necessity of conducting a formal disciphinary
hearing. This Order consiitutes the entire agreement between the parties, and
there are no other agreements or promises, written or oral, which modify, interpret,
construe or affect this Crder.

5. Respondent understands that:
a, Respondent has the right to be represented by an attorney of the

Respondent’s choice and Respondent is represented by counsel;

s

7,



b. Respondent has the right to a formal complaint and disciplinary
hearing pursuant to Sections 12-36-118(4){(c)(IV) and 12-36-118(5), C.R.S,;

C. By entering into this Order, Respondent is knowingly and
voluntarily giving up the right to a formal complaint and disciphnary
hearing, admits the facts contained in this Order, and relieves the Panel of
its burden of proving such facts;

135

present a dafense by oral and documentary evidence and io cross-examine
witnesses who would testify on behalf of the Panel; and

d. Respondent is knowingly and voluntarily giving up the right to

e. Respondent 1s knowingly and voluntanly waiving the right to
seelt judicial review of this Oxder.

FACTUAL BASIS

6. Respondent specifically admits and the Panel finds that:

a. In Office of Administrative Courts Case No. ME 2013-
0008, Respondent testified under vath on May 5, 2014, as follows: “I
don’t work for [a particular weight loss clinic]. I rent space at that
clinic. I am not an employee of them. I am not an independent
contractor for them. That's just the name of the building.”

b. Contrarv to the above testimony, commencing no later
than March 12, 2014, Respondent was an independent contractor for
the weight loss clinie, serving as its Medical Director. She remained
the Medical Director at gll times relevant to this matter.

c. As the Medical Director of the weight loss clinie,
Respondent delegated the provision of medical services to individuals
not licensed to practice medicine and, therefore, was subject to the
requiremeants of Colorade Medical Board (“CMB”) Rule 800, 3 C.C.R.
713-3

d. Pursuant to Section 12-36-118(4), C.R.S, the Panel
informed Respondent on July 25, 2014, that the Board had “received
concerning information regarding [her] conduct as a licensed
physician, more specifically, a possible violation of the Medical Practice
Act” relating to her delegation pursuant to CMB Rule 800. Respondent
had “thirty days to answer or explain in writing the matters described
in such complaint.” § 12.36.118(¢)(a}(l), C.R.5.



e. On August 25, 2014, Respondent submitted a response
wherein she vrefussd to answer or explain the matters described
therein.

f. CMB Rule 800 requires that, “[ulpon request, the
delegating physician must provide written documentation of the.
delegatee’s qualifications to the Board.” CMB Rule 800 § III(B).

g. On October 30, 2014, the Panel requested that
Respondent provide such writien documentation. In response,
Respondent refused to supply the requested documentation.

h. On June 19 and July 15, 2015, Respondent was afforded
two additional opportunities to provide the documsntation, but
refused.

-

7. Respondent admits and the Panel finds that the acts and/or omissions
described in the factual basis above constitute unprofessional conduct pursuant to
Section 12-36-117(1){(u) and (gg), C.R.S,, which states:

(1) “Unprofessional conduct” as used in this article means:

* h £

{u) Violation of any valid board order or any rule or regulation
promulgated by the board in conformance with law;

* R X

(gg) Failing to respond in an honest, materially responsive, and
timely manner to a complaint issued pursuant to section 12-36-
118(H)1.]

8. Based upon the above, the Parties stipulaté that the terms of thig

Order are authorized by Sectien 12-36-118(5)(gy(I1L}, C.R.S.

LETTER OF ADMONITION

9. This provision shall constitute a Letter of Admonition as set forth in
Sections 12-36-118(4)(c)(II)(A) and 12-38-118(6)(g)(III), C.K.5. Respondent is
hereby admonished for the acts and omissions described in the factual basis above.

10. By entering this Order, Respondent agrees to waive "the rights
provided by Section 12-36-118(4)}ec)IID(®B), C.R.S., to contest this Latter of
Admonition. :



PROBATIONARY TERMS

11.  Respondent’s license to practice medicine is hereby placed on probation
for five (8) vears commencing on the effective date of this Order. All terms of
probation shall be effective throughout the pI‘ObathDB ry period and shall constTtutD
terms of this Order.

12 During the probationary period, Respondent agrees to be bound by the
terms c.nd conditions set forth below.

DELEGATION OF MEDICAL SERVICES PROHIBITED

13, During the probationary period, Respondent shall not have the
authority to delegate pursuant to Section 12-35-106(3)(1), C.R.S., and (‘olorado
Medical Board Rule 800 the rendering of medical services to a person who is no
licensed to practice medicine. Rule 800 does not apply to health care providers who
are licensed, registered, or certified by the state of Colorado and who are acting
within their scope of practice.

14. During the probationary peried, Respondent shall not have the
authority to act as a primary supervisor of physician assistants pursuant to
Colorado Medics] Board Rule 400.

15. During the probat onary period, Respondent shall not delegate thn
rendering of medical svr\rices a physician assistant pursuant to Section 12-
106(5), C.R.S., and Colorad Iedlcal Board Rule 400, or act as a seuondary

supervisor to a physician a:sictar-' except under the following circumstances:
Respondent may delegate the rendering of medical services and act as a secondary
supervisor to a physician assistant at a facility where Respondent holds privileges,
but only to the extent such medical services are provided to an inpatient with whom
Respondent has personally established a physician-patient relationship and only
when HRespondent is on site or on call at the facility and readily available to
promptly see the patient in person if requested by the patient or facility.

ProBE ETHICS COURSE

16, Within one year of the effective date of this Order, Respondent shall
successfully complete t‘ae Professional/Problem Based Ethics Program (“ProBE")
conducted by the Center for Personalized Education for Physicians (*“CPEP™).

i7. R eaLondent shall sign any and all releases necessary to allow CPEP to
communicate with the Panel directly. Respondent shall not revoke such T*el ases
prior to successful completion and final assessment following completion of ProBE.



Any failure to execute such a 1e1pase or any premature revocation of such a rnleaee
shall constitute a violation of this Order.

18, In order to successfully complete ProBE, Respondent’s participation
must be rated by CPEP as an unconditional pass. The Panel in its discretion may
impose further remedial coursework if the Respondent receives a conditional pass or
negative assessment from CPEP.

19. Re.spondent shall provide proof of timely and successful completion of
ProBE to the Panel within one year of the effective date of this Order.

TOLLING OF THE PROBATIONARY PERIOD

20, If at any time, Respondent ceases the active clinical practice of
medicine, defined for the purposes of this Order as evaluating or treating a
minimum of five patlentc per month in the state of Colorado, the probationary
period shall be tolled for the time the Order is in effect and Respondent is not
enaaged in the aetive clinical pracuve of medicine.

21. Respondent must complv with all other terms of the Order and all
other terms of probation. Unless otherwise specified, all terms of the Order and all
terms of probation shall remain in effect, regardless of whether the probati tionary
pericd has been tolled, from the efféctive date of this Order until probaticn is
terminated. The probationary period shall be tolled for any time that Respondent is
not in compliance with any term of this Order.

N

QUT OF STATE PRACTICE

22. At any time cther than during a period of suspension imposed by this
Order, and whether to practice out of state or for any other reasen, Respondent may
request, in writing, that the Board place Respondent’s License on inactive status as
set forth in Section 12-86-137, C.R.S. Respondent’s request to place her license on
inactive status must include written evidence that Respondent has reported this
Order to all other jurisdictions in which Respondent is licensed or has applied to be
licensed, as required by the “Other Terms” Section of this Order. Upon the approval
of such request, Respondent may cease to comply with the terms of this Order.
Failure to comply with the terms of this Order while inactive shall not constitute a
violation of this Order. While inactive, Respondent shall not perform any act in the
state of Colorado that constitutes the practice medicine, nor shall Respondent
perform any act in any other jurisdiction pursuant to the authority of a license to
practice medicine granted by the state of Colorado. Unless- Reapondﬂnt s License i
inactive, Respondent must comply with all terms of this Order, u..~D€"t1Ve of
Respondent's location. The probationary period will be tclled for any pnnod of tim
Respondent’s License is inactive.

wt



23. Respondent may resume the active practicé of medicine at any time
pursuant to written request and as set forth in Section 12-35-137(8), C.R.S.

TERMINATION OF PROBATION

'

24.  Upon the expiration of the probationary period, Respondent may.
submit a written request for restoration of Respondent’s license to unrestricted
status. If Respondent has complied with the terms of probation, and if
Respondent’s probationary period has nat been tolled, such release shall be granted
by the Panel in the form of written notice.

OTHER TERMS
25.  The terms of this Order were mutually negotiated and determined.

26.  Both parties acknowledge that they understand the legal conseguences
of this Order; both parties enter into this Order voluntarily; and both parties agree
that no term or cond- ion of this Order is unconscionable.

27.  All costs and expenses incurred by Respondent to comply with this
Order shall be the sole responsibility of Respondent, and shall in no way be the
obligation of the Board or Panel. '

28 If Respondent is licensed by any other jurisdiction, or has applied or
later applies f or a license in any other jurisdiction, Respondent shall report this
Order to all other jurisdictions in which Respondent i 1s licensed, or has applied or
later applies for a hcense.

29.  Respondent shall submit an update to her profile with the Healthcare
Professions Profiling Program regarding this Order mthm thirty (30) days of the
effective date of this Order.

30.  During the probationary period or any period in which a physician is
subject to prescribing restrictions, no physician shall perform an assessment of a
patient’s medical histery and current medical condition, including a pe Laonal
physical examination, for the purpose of concluding that a patient may benefit from
the use of medical marijuana, recommmending the use of medical marijuana or
certifying a debilitating medical condition for an applicant to the Colerado Medical
Marijuana Program. Respondent hereby understands and agrees that she shall not
certify to the state health agency that a patient has a debilitating medical condition
or that the patient may benefit from the use of medical marijuana.

31.  Respondent shall obey all state and federal laws while the terms of
this Order are in ftec: '

fer



32, So that the Board may notify hospitals of this agreement pursuant to
Section 12-36-118(13), C.R.S., Respondent presently holds privileges at or is
employed by the following hospitals and facilities:

33.  This Order and all its terms shall have the same force and effect as an
order entered after a formal disciplinary hearing pursuant to Section 12-38-
118(8)(g)1L), C.R.S., except that it may not be appealed. Failure to comply with
the terms of this Order may be sanctioned by the Inquiry Panel as set forth in
Sectlon 12-36-118(5)(g)(IV), C.R.S. This Order and all its terms also constitute a
valid board order for purposes of Section 12-36-117(1)(u), C.R.S.

34. This Ord°r shall be admissible as evidence at any pvoneudm or future
hearing before the Board

35. Inva hdabon of any portion of this Order by judgment or court order
shall in no way affect any other provision, which shall remain in full force and
effect.

36. Dur

. ring the pendency of any action arising out of this Order, the terms
of this Order sha

ing t
11 be deemed to be in full force and effect and shall not be tolled.

, 37.  Respondent acknowledges that the Panel may choose not to accept the
terms of this Agreement and that if the Agreement is not approved by the Paunel
and signed by a Pane! member or other authorized person, it is void.

38.  This Order shall be effective upon (a) naxh-vg by first-class mail to
Respondent at Respondent’s address of record with the Board, or (b) service by
electronic means on Respondent at Respendent’s electronic address of recard with
the Board. TRespondent hereby consents to service by electronic means if
Respondent has an electronic address on file with the Board.

39.  Upon becoming effective, this Order shell be open to public inspection
and shall be publicized pursuant to the Board’s standard policies and procedures. -
This Ovder constitutes discipline against Respondent’s license. Additionally, this
Order shall be reported to the Federation of State Medical Boards, the National
Practitioner Data Bank and as otherwise required by law.
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Rita Elaine SteFritt, M.D.

THE FOREGOING was acknowledged before me this ___ day of

, 2016 by Rita Elaine Starritt, M.D. in the County of

, State of

My commission expires
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THE FOREGOING Stipulation and Final Agency Order is approved this

Nl )
day of \XMJL?/' , 20186.
U v

FOR THE COLORADO MEDICAL BOARD

INQUIRY PANEL A

THE FOREGOING Stipulation and Final Agency Order is effective upon

v
/ / _20186.




APPROVED AS TO FORM: ‘

FOR THE RESPONDENT

RITA ELAINE STARRITT, M.D.

KHOURI LAW FIRM

Naled) ot

FOR THE COLORADO MEDICAL
BOARD

CYNTHIA H. COFFMAN
Attorney General

/,7"4/‘-"‘\.__

Michael J. Khouri

4040 Barranca Parkway
Suite 280

Irvine, CA 92604
Telephone: 949-636-2433
FAX: 949-387-0044
mkhouri@khourilaw.com

ngjtt Bowman* T
Assistant Attorney General

Business and Licensing Section
Attorneys for the Colorado Medical Beard
Inquiry Panel A :

Ralph L. Carr Colorado Judicial Center
1300 Broadway, 8th Floor

Denver, Colorado 80203

Telephone: 720-508-6407

FAX: (720) 508-6037
scott.bowman@coag.gov

*Counsel of Record
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